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Susyn  Branfman, Lead Optician for Vision 

Essentials for 35 year retires December 27, 

2013.  As you all know Susyn has been a 

friend, mentor, valued optician to everyone 

in the VE department.  She has been the 

heart and soul of the San Diego opticians 

since Optical Dispensing existed in the 

basement of Zion 35 years ago with Doug 

Zimmer and his father Dutch.  If I was to 

reminisce I could tell you it was the time 

when we punched in and out of work with 

time cards, we hand wrote our orders on 

OPRs and sent them via interoffice to the 

lab (until the fax machine evolved) and yes 

we even used the telephone to 

communicate to the lab.  Time sure has a 

way of changing and Susyn has always been 

the one to lead the way!  Congratulations 

on your retirement! We wish you and your 

family the best! You will be missed! 
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Susyn Branfman 35 Years of 

Service 

Kaiser Permanente Volunteers lend a helping hand at the 

San Diego Food Bank on Martin Luther King’s birthday, 

January 18 2013.  Volunteering at a food bank may seem 

like a piece of cake but having done so myself, I can tell you 

that standing on your feet for 4-8 hours a day makes for a 

very long day.  Luckily, the fun is in the activities of sorting, 

counting, weighing, bagging, carrying big loads, driving the 

forklifts (just kidding OSHA would not go for that) moving 

big loads around that make your day fly!  And did I forget to 

mention the free lunch and t-shirt that they give you?  This   

year Kaiser Permanente steps up to the plate by providing 

82 of their employees to the task.  There were more 

volunteers than spaced allowed so try again next year. 

 Here is a list of what they accomplished this year. 

1. 30,915 pounds of food boxed into 1066 boxes 

for seniors. 

2. 37,253 pounds of food sorted equating into 

29,103 meals at 1.27 pounds each 

3. 15 bins of bell peppers sorted and bagged 

equating approximately 6,000 pounds of pepper. 

Thanks to all VE employees who 
volunteered!                      

     Picture submitted  by Anthony Pursley and Beata Karzi 

 

     VE Staff Volunteer at SD Food Bank 

Contact Us 

2013 UBT Representatives 

 

Jerry Beebe   8-291-5377 

David Durrill   8-293-3133 

Wyteria Woods   8-293-3135 

Raquel Pena   8-293-3135 

Lori Dolecki   8-293-3135 

Julia Braverman   8-233-4354 

Sherri Koers   8-232-7043 
Jennifer Mao OD   8-293-4305 

Marissa Chung, OD   8-293-3135 

Mark Carmona   8-275-5080 

Cynthia Rodriguez   8-281-6100 

Emails addresses are in Lotus directory 

Happy Holidays, yes I know it is February but it is never to late 

to say thanks to all those employees at the regional and local 

level who helped make 2012 our first decorated VE Holiday.  

If you need to be reminded it started with a suggestion from 

an employee from La Mesa who thought the idea of 

decorating for the Holidays would be a morale   booster for 

the department.  The local UBT discussed this idea and 

passed it on to the Regional Business Council which meets 

monthly at the Optical Lab.  Here is where the story begins. 

Unknown to the writer at the time (me)  I didn't realize that 

the Holiday- in-a-Box was just an item on the agenda that was 

discussed in the labor caucus with no further action taken. I 

assumed that the Holiday-in-a-Box had been adopted and not 

tabled for further discussion. I misconstrued the story by 

thinking that the Regional council would do Holiday in a Box 

at VE for all locations.   As time grew near and no Holiday-in-

a-Box arrived Dr. Howard’s timely email began an inquiry as 

to what happened to the promised decorations .  Soon it was 

realized that the idea was still in the parking lot of the 

Business Council.  Mitch Rutledge hearing of our story was 

willing to help by allocating the funds to our local area.  Next, 

thanks goes to Mitch of course, David Mandler, Ann Ferland,  

Justin Smith and Dr. Howard for purchasing the wonderful 

decorations and distributing throughout San Diego County for 

the employees to enjoy for this year and many years to come. 

If you are thinking that the Grinch almost stole the VE Holiday 

in San Diego you would be correct and I've learned a valuable 

lesson "Report the facts and nothing but the facts.” 
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 The Grinch Who Almost Stole VE Holiday 

Congratulations to the iVE Learn Phase One Graduates 

Since iVE Learn opened up its door on KPLearn.org 

November 5, 2012 there are 24 new optician graduates and 

2 Site Supervisors. They have completed the 22 modules of 

Phase One training. These opticians are half way finished to 

earning their VE Certification. Phase Two is the practical. 

Phase Three is maintenance program for opticians once 

certified they will need four 1 hour CE courses per year. CE 

provided by iVE Learn on KPLearn. Here is a current list of 

graduates as of January 28, 2013.  

Completed Phase One 

Buena Alcaraz   Arshel Ramirez 

Jaime Chavez  Deborah Zimmer 

Peggy Claybaugh  Mark Carmona 

Erica Diaz   Julia Braverman 

Gabe Espinoza  Annette Townsend 

Ann Ferland  Mona Um 

Lindsay Gomez  Debbie Guthrie 

Bob Grieb                      Mara Manthorpe 

Sherri Koers  Craig Crosby 

Amber Lafferty  David Durrill  

Caroline Metcalf  Heidi Pomicter 

Gloria Schultz  Kelly Stuever 

Jimmy Burress  Bob Rosenthal  
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Emiliano’s was the restaurant picked for the 2nd annual 

Holiday event which was held on December 11, 2012.   

Games were played, food and libation were consumed and 

holiday cheer was served for everyone. Of course the door 

prizes were spectacular!  There were goldfish giveaways, 

(better luck next year Ernie) back massagers, dvd players, 

keurig coffee makers, chocolates, cds and an ipod touch. 

With all the festivities the time went by fast.  The UBT is 

already looking at the calendar for next year’s party.  We 

want your suggestions so be sure and voice them to your 

representative so we can get the party going! See Collage! 

 

 

UBT Sponsors 2
nd

  Annual Holiday Event 

Name that Sunglass frame being worn by Zac Brown.

wn 

https://plus.google.com/photos/103693442696015046789/albums/5824925983141579825/5824925989739498674

